
Community Justice Initiatives
49 Queen Street North—3rd Floor
Kitchener, Ontario  N2H 2G9
519-744-6549 

www.cjiwr.com

        facebook.com/thejustcommunity
        twitter.com/ajustcommunity
    youtube.com/user/thejustcommunity

Give
Make a donation by calling 519-744-6549 
or give online at www.cjiwr.com

Help Us Create a 
More Just Community 
in Waterloo Region 
and Beyond. 

Guided by restorative 
justice principles, CJI 
addresses conflict and 
crime by engaging people 
who cause harm, people 
affected by the harm, 
and the community. 

BackHome helps youth in custody 
build informal networks of support that 
assist them to reintegrate and prepares 
the community to receive them.

Community Justice Initiatives

www.cjiwr.com 

Thank you to our funding partners, including 
Astley Family Foundation, Mennonite 
Savings & Credit Union, Sisters of St. Joseph, 
United Way, Kitchener-Waterloo Community 
Foundation, and our many other supporters, 
donors and volunteers.



The Need
Youth leaving custody 
are frequently isolated 
from caring supports. 
They struggle to form 
trusting relationships and 
are stigmatized.  Often 
living with mental health 
or addiction issues, low self-esteem, and low 
employability, they are vulnerable to returning 
to old lifestyles.

Empowering Youth, 
Engaging the 

Community.

1.    Through BackHome Recreation 
Night, youth engage with volunteers 
and social agencies during a shared 
activity in local custody facilities.

3.  Youth can ask 
BackHome volunteers 
to become their 
BackHome Circle to help 
them reintegrate.

4.  Upon release, 
youth are 
supported by 
BackHome 
Circle 
volunteers 
practically and 
emotionally as they navigate 
formal community services to 
find homes, jobs, health care, etc., 
and settle into the community.

2.  Fears and stereotypes 
fall away as volunteers 
and youth get to know 
each other. 

How CJI’s BackHome 
Program Works

Become a BackHome 
Volunteer Contact  

519-744-6549 x208 

I work with a youth who has 
made great positive change and 
who has gained new confidence 
in himself. We have continued 
regular recreation and together 
have successfully achieved his 
goal of being employed.

 — A BackHome volunteer
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